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news views

A real welcome to our friends from Bir-
mingham. We always look forward with
great pleasure to meeting them either here
or away. We eagerly await our visit to St.
Andrew's, where Swindon invariably take
a large party.

Last season in our away game on 31st
October, 1970 we lost 1-2, the winning
goal coming in the last minute. The return
game, played on 27th February, 1971, was
a very fine display by both teams with
Birmingham an oultfit of fast, hard, non-stop
runners. Result: Swindon 1, Birmingham 2.
A great disappointment for Swindon, as
we matched our opponents in every de-
partment,

Up to that result we still had an outside
chance of promotion to Division 1. Sheffield
United was in first position with 39 points
and Hull second with 38 points. Swindon
occupied eighth place with 32 points, but
with a game in hand, and an excellent goal
average. One place above us with 35 points
was Leicester City (who gained promotion)
and Birmingham City was in tenth position
with 30 points. The result virtually destroyed
any chance of promotion for Swindon.

Talking of goal average, it is interesting
to note that with the frequent clamour for
strikers and goal scorers and the lack of
goals, a pericdical recently published a
table of goals scored from 1960/61 to
1970/71. Peterborough head the list with
826; Spurs are in second position with 883:
Swindon (believe it or not), occupy 26th
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place with 755. Last glace, apart from Cam-
bridge United, is Oxford United with 526.
Blackpool is 87th with 623; Aston Villa 86th
with 628. Even Arsenal occupy 2Sth place
with 751 and Manchester City 41st with
733. So in the matter of goals scored
Swindon seem to have done pretty well.

Followers of Birmingham City are con-
fident they will scon be back in the First
Division, and they should be for they have
a fine ground, capable of holding some-
thing like 50,000 peopie, and the whole
club is geared up for it.

Unfortunately they have not found the
consistency required to clinch promotion.
At times they can be brilliant, and at others
throw their supporters into the slough of
despair. At present they occupy eighth
position in the League table with 12 points
from 11 games. Swindon is‘in fourteenth
place with 10 points from 11 games. Bir-
mingham has a good home record having
won four games and drawn one, but away
they have drawn three and lost three, hav-
ing scored only two goals with five against.

Like Swindon Birmingham has spent
much money on ground improvements. and
also produce a very good magazine pro-
gramme to keep in touch with their sup-
porters. In fact, they are what is known as
a ‘with it' outfit, very much alive to all the
possibilities of promotion.

Ambition is their spur, nct only for
honours but to put the city back in the
limelight it enjoyed in the immediate post-
war seasons, but also to meet the challenge
of Aston Villa, whose fans still cling fanatic-
ally to that club.

The city of Birmingham, with its million-
and-a-half population, is ready and waiting

to cheer again, anxious to be on a par
once maore with those other great provincial

soccer centres of Manchester and Liver-
pool. We wish them well, but hope it is our
turn first, or better siill we accompany them
to First Division football.

Qur reorganised Reserve Team is now
giving some very fine displays. Composed
mainly of young players, with a sprinkling
of experience, this team is very fit and
keen. They are sharp, quick on the ball,
and full of running. They have put up some
excellent performances away from home
at West Ham, Swansea and Cardiff. Time
was when Combination games attracted up
to the five thousand spectators. We wish
we could see half that number at the
County Ground, but at the same time
realise a large number of our supporters
follow the first team away from home.

Referring back to our previous para-
graph of goals scored we must point out
however that the number of goals has de-
creased considerably over the past eleven
seasons. In 1960/61 the total was 6,985
and in 1970/71 the total dropped to 5.123.
So the annual goal output of the Football
League clubs fell by the depressing number
of 1,862, or by just over 26%.

Obviously the present trend of defensive
football has a bearing on these figures, but
unfortunately these figures themselves
seem to have a bearing on attendances.

Cover photo: Joe Butler tries to prod the
bail through to Chris Jones.




Manager and players of Birmingham City Football Club

Back row (left to right): Garry Pendrey, Phil Summerill, Keith Bowker, Mike Kelly, Dave Latchford, Roger Hynd, Bobby Thomson,
Dave Robinson.

Centre row: Bob Latchford, Trevor Francis, Ray Martin (captain), Freddie Goodwin (Manager), Dennis Thwaites, Alan Campbell, George
Smith.

Front row: Malcolm Page, Gordon Taylor, Mike Harrison.



our visitors
Birmingham City

Keith Bowker

Former West Bromwich schoolboy
inside-forward. Joined Blues as an
apprentice in 1966 and turned profes-
sional on the 15th August, 1968. Was
a member of the successful youth team
reaching the F.A. Youth Cup Final in
1966/67. Made his first team debut on
the 3rd October, 1970 against Hull City
and made 12 first team appearances in
all last season.

Alan Campbelil

Born Arbroath. Joined Chariton Ath-
letic straight from school as a striker,
but socon changed to his present mid-
field role. Gained a Scottish Youth
International cap and one Under-23
cap. Moved to St. Andrew’s on the 14th
October, 1970 making his first team
debut .versus Queen’'s Park Rangers
on the 17th October. Made 31 first team
appearances in 1970/71.

Roger Hynd

Born Falkirk and joined Glasgow
Rangers from Lanark Grammar School.
Spent 10 years at lbrox Park until
transferred to Crystal Palace on the
21st June, 1969. Joined Blues on the
28th July, 1970 and made 48 League
and Cup appearances last season.

Mick Harrison

Born Leicester. Member of the Mid-
Leicester and Leicester County school
side and a final England Schoolboys
finalist. A member of the 1970/71
Youth side who reached the semi-
finals of the F.A. Youth Cup. Made his
first team debut in his home town of
Leicester at Filbert Street on the 16th
January, 1971.
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Trevor Francis

Plymouth born who joined the Blues as
an apprentice and turned professional
in April 1971. A member of the 1970/71
youth side who reached the semi-finals
of the F.A. Youth Cup. Has gained
England Youth Caps and was a mem-
ber of the successful England team in
the Little World Cup held in Czecho-
slovakia. Made first team debut at the
age of 16 on the 5th September, 1970
versus Cardiff City and in all made 26
League and Cup appearances scoring
15 goals.

Dave Latchford

Elder brother of Bob Latchford was
discovered playing for South Birming-
ham Schools and joined Blues as an
apprentice in May 1866. Member of the
England party in European Youth
Tournament played in Turkey in 1967.
Made his first team debut against Bury
on the 8th April, 1969. Made 9 first
team appearances last season.

Dennis Thwaites

Born Stockton-on-Tees, an England
Schoolboy and Youth International who
joined Birmingham City as an appren-
tice in 1960. Made his first team debut
on the Sth September, 1961 against
Swindon. Can play either on the left-
wing or mid-field.

Dave Robinson

Bartley Green born, joined Blues ap-
prentice staff from scoolboy football,
signed professional in May 1966. Made
his debut at centre-half versus Aston
Villa in September 1968. Made 45
League and Cup appearances last
season.

Gordon Taylor

Born Ashton-under-Lyme. An England
Schoolboys trialist who joined Bolton
Wanderers straight from school. Has
a degree in Economics and z prelimin-
ary F.A. Coaching Certificate. Joined
Blues on the 17th December, 1970 and
made his debut against Carlisle on the
19th December. Made 23 League and
Cup appearances.

Bob Latchford

Local boy playing for South Birming-
ham Schools and Warwickshire County
before joining elder brother Dave at
St. Andrew’s as an apprentice in May
1967. Became a professional in August
1868 and made his first team League
debut at centre-forward against
Preston on 21st March, 1969. Played
for England in International Youth
Tournament held in East Germany in
1269. Made 42 League and Cup ap-
pearances scoring 13 goals in the
1870/71 season.

Ray Martin

Joined Villa as an appreniice from
South East Staffordshire Boys but was
released at the end of the 1960/61
season. After a trial he joined Blues
apprentices and became a full-time
professional in May 1962. League
debut was against Manchester United
at Old Trafford on 11th January, 1964.
Made 41 League and Cup appearances
in 1970/71 and won the Supporiers’
Club ‘Player of the Year’ for the second
year running. Succeeded Trevor
Hockey as club captain.

George Smith

Born in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Played
for Barrow and Portsmouth before
joining Blues from Middlesbrough in
exchange for John Vincent on the 9th
March, 1971. Made his first team debut
against Orient on the 13th March and
made 9 first team appearances in all.



our visitors ........

Garry Pendrey

Former Aston Schools player who
joined Blues as an apprentice and
signed professional on 13th October,
1966. Was a member of the successful
youth side who reached the F.A. Youth
Cup Final in 1966/67. First team debut
was against Bolton on 25th March,
1969. Made 31 first team League and
Cup appearances in 1970/71.

Mike Kelly

Northampton born, but London by
adoption. Was very successiul as an
amateur playing for Surrey F.A. Youth
team and Wimbledon in the Isthmian
League. Won an Amateur Cup winners
medal and was capped for England in
1965. Joined Queen's Park Rangers in
1966 and replaced Ron Springett until
moving to St. Andrew's in July 1970.
Made 41 League and Cup appearances
last season.

Malcolm Page

Born Knucklas (Radnorshire). Signed
professional forms on 22nd Septem-
ber, 1964 and made his first team
debut against Everton on the 6th Feb-
ruary, 1965. Was selected for Wales
against Finland in 1971 and has gained
Under-23 honours including the cap-
taincy. Made 32 League and Cup
appearances last season.

Phil Summerill

Discovered on Aston Villa's doorstep
playing for Aston Schoolboys. A left-
winger who was taken on to the pro-
fessional staff on the 7th December,
1964 after a spell as an apprentice.
Member of the England Youth Party —
Yugoslavia 1966. League debut was at
St. Andrew’'s against Carlisle on the
18th March, 1967. Made 40 first team
appearances last season ending as
top scorer with 21 goals.

A soccer crossword
for half-time

(Answers on page 10)

Across

1 Popular internaticnal side (4. 6).

9 Notits Ferest winger (5).

10 Swindon colour (3).

11 Rogers (3).

12 Legendary Everion marksman (5. 4).

15 Sheftield wi INIT) (1. 1).
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Your away match
tickets

Sheffield Wednesday

Those of you who went to Luton will agree
that we were good value for our point. In
fact, with a little better fortune in the
second half, when we emerged the stronger
side, we might have left Kenilworth Road
with a victory.

This was our seventh away maich, and
when one considers that we have only
played twelve games, it makes our current
points total far more hezalthy than a quick
glance would suggest.

Our next away match will be against
Sheffield Wednesday on Saturday, at Hills-
borough, which is undoubtedly one of the
best grounds in the country. Therefore, we
feel sure that many of you will want to take
this chance of waiching our side play
there.

Because of this, we have obtained an
allocation of stand seats which we are
selling at our Match Day Ticket Office. We
are also selling travel tickets for any of
you wanting to enjoy the comfortable
facilities offered by Rimes Coaches.

Entertainment for the whole family

Football
Hall of Fame

17 Newman Street, off Oxford Street
London, W.1
Telephone: 01-636 3444

Open 10 a.m. — 6 p.m. every day
inc. Sundays

Admission 40p Adults, 25p Children

Special Rates for Parties



Fixt“re liSt Swindon score first
1971/ 72 November March
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League table

division2

{up to and including Saturday,

16th October. 1971)

Football
Combination

{up to and including Saturday, Sth October, 1971)
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Supporters
club notes

Those of you who weni to Luton, will no
doubt agree that it was the best perfor-
mance seen this season. We just hope the
lads can keep it up and bring to Swindon
what it richly deserves — First Division
footbazil.

Membership to the Club is still open, so
if you fancy a pint before the game, or for
that matter after the game, call in_and any
Committee member will b2 only too pieased
to help you. Membership fee for the Social
Club is 50p, plus 10p for membership to
the Supporters’ Club.

Agents are siill required for the Weekly
Competition. If you would like to help and
sell tickets contact Mr. Phil Hart.

For tonight's game we welcome Birming-
ham City and their great young player,
Trevor Francis. Remember last season. He
gave our defence the run around, and also
gave strikers a lesson in how to take
opportunities. This year we hope the boot
will be on the other foot, but we would like
to wish this wenderful young player all the
best for the future.

Any Birmingham City fan who would like
to come into the Club after the game
would be most welcome. One can purchase
a very good meal at a reasonable price
before the journey home.

As you know, a party of around forty
spent two weeks in ltaly at the resort of
Lido di Jesolo during the summer. The
tour inciuded the two maiches against
Bologna and Sampdoria (Genoa). Appar-
ently a good time was had by all and the
name of Swindon Town is now very wel-
come in Jesolo. Once again thanks to Mr.
Andrew Patrick and Mr. Don Pearce for all
they have done to make the tour possible.

Stan Harland wishes o thank zll those
who coniributed towards his benefit. A
cheque for £168 was presented to him by
Mr. F. Rawlins, the Supporters’ Club Chair-
man. in the Club after the Brisiol City
game. Stan was sorry the game never had
a2 better resuli.



(1) A pyramid of players
challenge for the ball watch-
ed by Chris Jones.

(2) Arthur Horsfield clashes
with a Blackpool defender
and skids along in a spray of
water.

(3) Up goes Chris Jones
watched by Roger Smart.

(4) Roger Smart gels a shot
in through a line of Blackpool
defenders.

WINDON « 25

gvENINT!



,‘i

it iy o e e

¥




the manin

" the middle
T. H. C. Reynolds

from Swansea. Glamorgan

Began refereeing in Bristol in 1857/58.
Progressed through Junior Leagues in
Bristol and Cardifi and then Swansea.
Welsh League Line and then as a
Referee. Football Combination as a
Referee. Appointed io Football League
Line 1965/66 and promoted to Referee
1968/69.

Officiated in Fairs Cup 1970 and
Nations Cup 1971.

Appointed to F.I.LF.A. List of Inter-
national Referees for 1971/72 season
and also U.E.F.A. Referees List for the
same period.

Married, he is an Estate Developer.

Ground Safety

In the interest of all spectators it is
requested that after the game support-
ers do not rush to leave the ground,
thereby causing congestions at the
exits. And please, keep off the piich.

Golden Goal Competition

Would you like £607?

You would? — then make sure you buy
your Golden Goal tickeis at every first
team home match. For a minimum out-
lay of only five new pence you could
win at least £60 with the possibility of
two further prizes of £10.

Last season nearly £2 000 was won
by lucky Golden Goal ficket sup-
porters. You could be one of this
season's lucky winners.

Don't forget — the more tickets you
buy the greater is your chance of
winning that £60.

Look out for the Golden Goal ticket
sellers and make yourself some money.

The prizes must be won every time.

Tickets bearing the time in minutes
and seconds will be on sale before the
game — price five pence. The ticket
with the exact time when the first goal
is scored will win £60. |f exact time not
claimed prize will be paid to the near-
est claim received.

The ticket bearing the time when
the last goal is scored will win £10.
Again if exact time is not claimed the
prize will be paid to the nearest claim
received.

The Official Announcer will be the
timekeeper and he will announce the
official time of both goals.

Should only one goal be scored the
winning ticket holder will receive £70.

In the event of no goals tickeis bear-
ing no score will win £10.

A further prize of £10 will also be
given for the ticket bearing the number
corresponding to the official attend-
ance at the maich.

Winners — Saturday, 16th October
Blackpool

At the time of going to press the
names of winners are not known. A
full list will be printed in our next home
maich programme.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Across Down
1 Real Madrid. 1 Red Devils.
9 Lyons. 2 Alex Elder.
18 Red. 3 L.Y. (L. Yashin).
11 DPon. 4 Move.
12 Dixie Dean. 5 A.N. (A. Nordquist).
15 A.W. (Alan Woodward). 6 ©D.S. (Denis Smith).
16 Labone. 7 fron (Scunthorpe
18 S.A. (Sam Alan). nickname).
20 Deep. 8 Den.
21 Stan. 11 Danes.
23 Stratagem. i3 Drop.
14 Swans.
15 Asa.
17 A.E. (Alun Evans).
18 Besl.
22 Tom.

Forthcoming matches

SATURDAY, 23rd OCTOBER, 1971

Football Combination - Kick-off 3 p.m.

Swindon Town v Plymouth Argyle

TUESDAY, 26th OCTOBER, 1971
Friendly Match — Kick-off 7.30 p.m.

Swindon Town v Derby County

SATURDAY, 30th OCTOBER, 1971
Division Il — Kick-off 3 p.m.

Swindon Town v Middlesbrough



jollow the robins. ..

to Sheffield Wednesday
Saturday 23rd October

From Swindon take A361 through High-
worth, Lechlade, Burford, Shipton-under-
Wychwood and on to Chipping Norton.
311 miles
Keeping on A361, proceed to Bloxham
and Banbury. Out of the town take A423
via Ladbroke and Southam, then join A426
at Dunchurch. Centinue on this road
through Rugby and on to roundabout at
Gibbet Hill. Take A4114 for 21 miles. then
turn right on to M1 Motorway. 76} miles

Keep on M1 fer a further 664 miles, then
at intersection 31 join A57 and proceed for
123 miles (crossing ring road) into

Sheffield Wednesday F.C., Hillsborough.
155imiles

PENISTONE B2 N
SOUTHEY G
=

CATHECAL

gl

SRAMALL LA,

27 = f;"
SHEFFIELD] A
"Y’}‘P} YHTED FC.
i
=

Also for your interest, we give oetails of
seat ficket prices for Football League
matches at Hillsborough during the current
season:

Seais bookable in advance

Norih and South Stands 70p and 55p -
21 days in advance of fixture.

Admission on day of match (not bookable
in advance)

Seats: North, South and West Stands
45p; South Stand uncovered 40p — juveniles
30p.

Ground: 30p — juveniles 20p.

Route kindly supplied by R.A.C.
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Quick Quiz

1 What is the nickname of Birmingham
City?

2 In what year did Birmingham City win
the League Cup?

3 Who was Birmingham City's top scorer
last season?

4 Who was the Footballer of the
1963/64.

5 In what year did England lose their first
game ever at home to a foreign country?

6 When was the European Cup launched?

7 In what year were Manchester United
involved in the Munich Air Disaster?

Year
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Matches to make
a note of !

26th October, 1971
SWINDON TOWN

v
DERBY COUNTY

5th January, 1972
Under-23 International Match

ENGLAND v WALES

18th February, 1972
Youth International Match

ENGLAND v WALES

Tickets now on sale
11
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Team up with Texaco

designed and prinied in England by the Borough Press Swinden Limited



